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What is Radon????

Radon is an odorless, colorless, radioactive gas. Radon has been found in homes all over the world. It comes from the
natural breakdown of uranium found in the soil and it moves up through the ground finding its way through tiny cracks
and holes in the foundation of a home.

Your home traps radon inside, where it can build up. Any home may have a radon problem. This means new and old
homes, well-sealed and drafty homes, and homes with or without basements.

Radon from soil gas is the main cause of radon problems.

There are Two General Ways to Test for Radon:

SHORT-TERM TESTING:

The quickest way to test is with short-term tests. Short-term tests remain in your home for two days to 90 days,
depending on the device. “Charcoal canisters,” “alpha track,” “electret ion chamber,” “continuous monitors,” and
“charcoal liquid scintillation” detectors are most commonly used for short-term testing. Because radon levels tend to
vary from day to day and season to season, a short-term test is less likely than a long-term test to tell you your year-
round average radon level. If you need results quickly, however, a short-term test followed by a second short-term test

may be used to decide whether to fix your home (see also page 7 under Home Sales).

LONG-TERM TESTING:

Long-term tests remain in your home for more than 90 days. “Alpha track” and “electret” detectors are commonly used
for this type of testing. A long-term test will give you a reading that is more likely to tell you your home’s year-round
average radon level than a short-term test

HOW TO LOWER THE RADON LEVEL IN YOUR HOME

Since there is no known safe level of radon, there can always be some risk. But the risk can be reduced by lowering the
radon level in your home.

There are several proven methods to reduce radon in your home, but the one primarily used is a vent pipe system and
fan, which pulls radon from beneath the house and vents it to the outside. This system, known as a soil suction radon
reduction system, does not require major changes to your home. Sealing foundation cracks and other openings makes
this kind of system more effective and cost-efficient. Similar systems can also be installed in houses with crawl spaces.
Radon contractors can use other methods that may also work in your home. The right system depends on the design of
your home and other factors.

Ways to reduce radon in your home are discussed in EPA’s Consumer’s Guide to Radon Reduction. We have copies in
the Foyer of LKB admin building.

The Housing Department is in the process of testing all homes on the reserve.
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